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Pteris Fern Culture Sheet

Note:  Production tips are to the best of our knowledge and experience.  They are offered for consideration and investigation, but we do not warrant or assure any results.

Uses: Pteris ferns are a versatile group of ferns, providing interesting shapes, colors, and textures to pots, dish gardens, interiorscapes, and landscapes.  May be used as ground covers in tropical, shaded, moist locations.  Can provide contrast under specimens in mixed gardens and containers.  Are also interesting as stand-alone tabletops.  Some pterises have been proven to remove arsenic from contaminated soils and are used for that purpose.  

Containers: Grow in pots 3” – 6”; may be transplanted to semi shaded, tropical landscapes.

Media: High water-holding capacity, good aeration and drainage.  Minimum 50% coarse peat, with added perlite and / or composted bark.  Any well-drained mix at pH at 5.5 - 6.5 should suffice.  Some pterises may tolerate higher pH levels.

Light:
1,500 - 3,000 FC. Filtered light in landscape morning and evening.  Will burn severely by direct light.

Fertilizer:  Constant feed, 100 - 150 PPM nitrogen, with a balanced fertilizer.  May use low rates of slow release, preferably at 3-1-2 ratios.  Lower rates in winter.  

Temperature:
  Best production daytime between 65 - 80 F. Are mostly tropical and would stop growing at 48 F and will be damaged by frost.  In ground, may survive light frosts and re-flush in spring. 

Water:  Prefer moist conditions, as long as not waterlogged.  Media drought will stress plants, promote unsightly fertile fronds, and decrease plant market value.

Growing Time:  From a 72 cell plug, 8 - 12 weeks for a 4”, 16 –20 for a 6”.  
Disease:  No particular diseases are known to us.  We do recommend a preventative drench upon transplant, but sprays are rarely needed.     

Pest:  Caterpillars will chew foliage and leave green fecal piles.  Are easily recognizable by scent.  Snails may also cause holes in foliage.  Other insect pests rarely infest pteris ferns. 
 

Pesticides / insecticides: We have experienced toxicities related to copper fungicides (Kocide, Phyton 27) and do not recommend their use on pteris ferns.  We also recommend avoiding EC formulations and any oil- or soap- based materials.  Milestone will gladly share, upon request, its fern pest and disease control history.  We cannot, however, guarantee success and will not be liable, in any case, for damages caused.  Always read and follow labels; use pesticides at your own risk.

Tricks:  Bonzi sprays at 1 oz / gallon may be used to control height and promote fullness.  First application should be once plants are rooted and subsequent applications upon need.  Most pterises will respond to stress (drought, heat) by growing fertile fronds, which are upright and narrow and usually decrease from pot appearance and value.  While these can be minimized with proper cultural care, they cannot be avoided altogether and may require occasional trimming.  When doing so, cut as deep into frond as possible to hide unsightly brown cuts.

