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Kangaroo Fern Culture Sheet

Note:  Production tips are to the best of our knowledge and experience.  They are offered for consideration and investigation, but we do not warrant or assure any results.  

Containers: Grow in baskets, 8” - 10”.  May also be grown in 1 gallon containers for groundcover in zones 9-10.

Media: High water-holding capacity, good aeration and drainage.  Minimum 50% coarse peat, 20% - 30% perlite.  Aged pine bark can be used, but it may increase fertilizer requirements.  pH at 5.8 - 6.4.  Low to medium rates of superphosphate and micronutrients may be added.  Kangaroo ferns may also be grown as epiphytes in sphagnum moss or other media.

Light:
850 - 1,500 FC, may tolerate higher light at moderate temperatures.

Fertilizer:  Constant feed, 100 - 150  PPM nitrogen, with a balanced fertilizer.  Always leach all ferns, periodically, to prevent soluble salts build-up.  In winter months, will benefit from reduced fertilizer rates.  When using slow-release products, apply at lower labelled rates.  

Temperature:
  Best daytime 80 F. Best night-time 68 F.  Will tolerate 60 F - 90 F.  Note that in many greenhouses, basket temperatures are as much as 10 degrees warmer than benches.

Water:  Even moisture is desirable.  Saturation will promote root rots.  Avoid droughts.  

Growing Time:  Is a slow grower; a 10” basket should require 22 - 28 weeks from a 72 cell.  May also be planted in a 4” and then transplanted when fully rooted.

Disease:  For prevention of root rots,  a drench upon transplant is recommended.  May recur in moist, cold conditions or if media is not properly drained.  

Pest:  Caterpillars will chew foliage and leave green fecal piles.  Are easily recognizable by scent.  Fungus gnat larvae will inhabit wet media.  Scales will show on underside of fronds.  Mealybugs, mites, and thrips are possible but rare. 
 

Pesticides / insecticides: Milestone will gladly share, upon request, its fern pest and disease control history.  We cannot, however, guarantee success and will not be liable, in any case, for damages caused.  Always read and follow labels; use pesticides at your own risk.

