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Holly Fern Culture Sheet

Note:  Production tips are to the best of our knowledge and experience.  They are offered for consideration and investigation, but we do not warrant or assure any results.  

Containers: Grow in pots 4” - 1 gallon.  Intended eventually for garden transplant.

Media: High water-holding capacity, good aeration and drainage.  Minimum 50% coarse peat, with added perlite and / or composted bark.  Any well-drained mix at pH at 5.5 - 6.5 should suffice.  Holly ferns are not very particular, as long as they are not in standing water.

Light:
1000 - 2,500 FC. Filtered light in landscape morning and evening.

Fertilizer:  Constant feed, 100 - 150  PPM nitrogen, with a balanced fertilizer.  May use low rates of slow release, preferably at 3-1-2 ratio.  Avoid incorporated and high front-end release fertilizers, as those may stunt growth and promote leaf necrosis (especially under high temperatures). In landscapes, especially in winter, will need very little fertilizer.   

Temperature:
  Best daytime between 50 - 80 F. Is cold hardy, in ground, zones 6 - 10.  Will tolerate light frosts. 

Water:  Will transplant best with some light drought, then will prefer moderate moisture and no water - logging. Severe drought may cause marginal necrosis, but plants generally recover.

Growing Time:  From a 72 cell plug, 20 - 24 weeks (1 gal).  
Disease:  In summer, may suffer from veinal and leaf-base necrosis, believed to be associated with Pseudomonas.  Treatments with Kocide alternating with Aliette (minimum 2 wks. apart) are very effective.     

Pest:  Caterpillars will chew foliage and leave green fecal piles.  Are easily recognizable by scent.  Snails may also cause holes in foliage. 
 

Pesticides / insecticides:  Most liquid fungicide formulations are toxic to ferns.  Milestone will gladly share, upon request, its fern pest and disease control history.  We cannot, however, guarantee success and will not be liable, in any case, for damages caused.  Always read and follow labels; use pesticides at your own risk.

Tricks:  In 4” pots, Bonzi sprays at 1 oz / gallon may be used to control height and promote fullness.  
Landscape:  Dark, evergreen, glossy foliage adds interest year round.  Will mature to 3’ tall and 4’ wide, but will sustain reasonable size once mature.  Will work beautifully in partial - full shade, in mixed beds, under trees, and on slopes.
